Sustainability Big Ideas 

(from work by Jean McGregor, Evergreen State University, Victor Nolet, WWU, and Facing the Future)

	Intergenerational Thinking

Considering the impact of each action on the seventh generation ahead.

	Environmental Stewardship

Caring for the environment that supports all life.

	Human Population Growth and

Carrying Capacity

Carrying capacity is the maximum number of people the earth can support indefinitely.


	Global Warming

The rise in the earth’s temperature as greenhouse gases in the atmosphere (e.g. carbon dioxide) trap heat.

	Interconnectedness and

Interdependence

Parts of a system relate to and depend upon each other.


	Bioregionalism

Traits of physical geography create distinctive and unique regions.

	“Cradle-to-Cradle” Design 

Products, services, and systems designed for a life cycle that is effective and lasting in terms of resource use and quality of life.

	Ecological Footprint 

The area of Earth’s productive surface (land and water) that it takes to produce the goods and services necessary to support a given lifestyle.



	Good Governance: Three Parts

Private (business), Public (government) and Civic Sectors (community groups and non-profits) collaborate and negotiate to effect governance.


	Tragedy of the Commons

The use and abuse of a resource held in common (e.g. grazing lands or fisheries) between people and nations leads to its collapse.


	Ecosystems and Biodiversity
Ecosystem: A community of organisms with their environment function as a unit.
Biodiversity: The variety of life in all its forms, levels, and combinations.


	Water Quality and Quantity

Population growth, global warming, and pollution threaten Earth’s potable water supplies.

 

	Renewable and Non-Renewable Resources

Resources that can be renewed, such as forests, fish, wind, and solar energy, versus those that that are finite, such as fossil fuels, metals, and minerals.


	Carbon Footprint

The amount of carbon emissions of individuals, businesses, or nations. 



	Social Justice and Fair Distribution

Equity between economic classes, ethnic and cultural groups, and the fair distribution of resources.

 
	Environmental Justice

The equitable treatment of all people, in relation to environmental health regardless of race, income or class.

	Systems Thinking

Interconnectedness; the whole versus its parts; respect for limits; unexpected consequences; and, identifying patterns, root causes and leverage points for change.


	True Cost Accounting

The true costs of products and services that take into account environmental and social impacts.



	Sustainability’s “Triple Bottom Line”

Meeting current and future needs in consideration of environmental, economic, and social/cultural factors.


	Microcredit and Microenterprise

Alleviating poverty by making small grants or loans to poor people for business projects.




	Food Security

Access to adequate nutrition and calories.


	Cultural Diversity and

Indigenous/Traditional Knowledge

The human asset of traditional knowledge in areas such as medicine, the arts, language, economy, and family. 




